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INTEROFFICE CORRESPONDENCE : ok yrs 
To: Colonel Terhune, WOT Cc: Colonel Leonhard, WOI Dats: 
Suasecr: RADC Sled Track a and Related From: LtCol Jacobson, WDIT 
Requirement for Relocating Existing Launch J 
1. On 17 January tated by THX to USAF the projected WDD . 
rot aa, MET USE, ciate to this meno + These requirete called 
for: 


Be 150 rune for soartial guidance compinent testing (tests are already 
scheduled for the SNORT track at NOTS. 


De 150 runs for ICBM guidance and nose cone component testing at velocities 
of — f£t/second for one to two seconds, accelerations — — decelerations 
from 10- 


Ce 100-150 runs for IREM development. 
de Unspecified mmber of test runs for the WS-117L Program. 


2. To date the following * tests have been identified, planned and/or conducted in) 
support of WDD projects: 


Qe 150 run for inertial guidance omponent testing (t0 date, 12 runs of this 
series have been made at NOTS). | 


b. sac dacs aces dae cai tes Sabie ok Aaa eens oe di ei 
Testing is to take place during the period February to Decenber 1957. a 


Co Ae ak as Si — ——— 
tests to be conducted in 1957. | 


d. 10-20 test runs for Bell Telephone Lab guidance components envirormental 
testing; to be complete by April 1957. Track to be used is unknown at this tine. 


e. 10-20 test rus for AVCO stable platform (nose cone) testing; to be 
completed during the period April to July 1957. en ae eee ee ee Ae 


| £. Testing of WS-1171L components. At present ai mately test runs 
have been identified. sccktec an 42 Gears ts meena oT used is 
csinown at is tine but doe fo the expected reinesent of hgh Talocitiee for several 
ee Mae ee ene ae 


DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS: 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. | 
DOD DIR 5200.10 | 








 §e 10 test runs for the North American Avis: tion engine structural integrity 
tests at 10-15 G acceleration are proposed. Tests to be run in late 1956 and early 
1957. AFFTC track would be used. Requirments for this s ow | 
reviewed. 7 


3e elise’ ca lvedante #60 Wiad Castine wads made in Jarmary 1956 are | 
proving firm in that of the original estimate of 50 sled test runs, 260 runs already 
have been identified. Additional runs are expected to be identified as the program 

progresses. mong these already being considered are: | 


. a. A second series of teste for GE, AVCO and Sandia. hous Sos wae ale 
approximately 30 runs. 7 


b. Advanced systens test for inertial guidance sub-systens. These tests 
would total at least 50 rons. 


b. The recent progress of the HOTS test runs indicates that sled testing will 
prove satisfactory for inertial guidance components. There is an indication that 
drift measurements will be available at accuracies commensurate with velocity measure- 
ments. ae nee ce ae eae See 


be ‘programmed. 


5. ins aiid il ag tl ii ih ks sui Mh: acti Ai tei a: 
a fashion as to divide the launch complexes from the impact areas. Missiles therefore 
must overfly the track. Considering all types of missiles, the average nusber of | 
launchings per month is approximately 21. This includes MATADOR, X~7B's, Q-h's, 
HTV's and the air-to~air rockets. Inclosure 2 summarizes the HADC position on re- 
location of these facilities. The cost involved is that required for relocation of 
the instrumentation facilities. This is, in essence, the complete Holloman test range. 
(Colonel Leonhard, WOI, is preparing a memo this dave for General Schriever summarizing 
the background on the planning for relocation for this area). : 


6. . Sisultaneous operation of the con~ 
sidered practical for several reasons. Among these are: 


a. Ce 
as missiles overflying the track would endanger personnel working on the track. Proper 
scheduling could eliminate this danger to personnel but wuld result in greatly in- | 
creased costs of operation for both the missile launch range and the track. 


b. Missiles scheduled to overfly the track present definite hasards to the 
treck and the related facilities. On 26 July 1956, HIV Launching Flight W-2 termi- 
nated approximately 150 yards from the new track. When the track is completed, each 
rail will be a pre-stressed continous beam of 35,000 feet, stretched 12 feet longer 
than normal in order to keep it under continuous tension. Hits on or near the track 
‘would require repair and and the estimated cost of re-streszing the track is $900,000. 
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7. From the above, it appears that relocation of the existing HADC instru- 
mentation for ground air launch missiles is necessary in order to insure u- 
interrupted operations of both the track and test facility. This relocation will 
result in savings of funds to the Force. 





2 Incl *J— 


1. Cy THX WDIT-1-8-C-E, «Yt Colonel, USEF 


2. Cy ARDC ltr w/lst Ind, 
a is en 





